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Gift of Life Staff, Mission, Media, and Oath 

Registration & Medical Waivers

Waitlists and Partner Sports

Team Philadelphia Events & Opening Ceremonies Update

Competitions, Venue Updates

Event Locations, Travel & Hotel Block

Team Yearbook, Team Uniforms, & Sport Captains 

Next Steps & Due Dates

Agenda
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Mission of 
Team Philadelphia

ω Showcase the success of 
transplantation

ω Honor those people who 
have given the gift of life

ω Call attention to the need 
for more organ & tissue 
donors



Media

Important tool to educate the community and 
show that transplantation works

Pitching stories to local media

Photographer/videographer will send clips back 
to local Philadelphia area news during the 

Transplant Games





In Memoriam 
LaVerne Clark

Dr. Fidelis Madwue Kenine

Susan Pincus

Joe Radvansky Jr. 

Steven Sabb

wƻōŜǊǘ ά.ƻōέ {ƻǎƴŀ

These Team Philadelphia members will be honored 
during the Opening Ceremonies on Saturday, June 20



Team Philly Oath
I promise that in being a member of Team Philadelphia I will: 

Å Adhere to all the rules and regulations of the Transplant Games of America and Team 
Philadelphia 

Å Serve the Gift of Life community through volunteering and raising funds to support Team 
Philadelphia 

Å Act as an ambassador for Gift of Life and Team Philadelphia at all times 
Å Be kind 
Å Have fun 
Å BE LOUD 
Å Be proud 
Å Be a part of a dedicated, loving and passionate community that honors donor families, 

recipients, and living donors through support of the Transplant Games of America.



Registration & Medical Waivers

All the followinginformationregarding 

registration rates & medical waivers 

isavailableon 
TransplantGamesofAmerica.org



TransplantGamesof America

www.TransplantGamesofAmerica.org

ÅRegistration
ÅCompetition

Information
ÅMedicalWaivers
ÅSpecialEvents
ÅFAQs

http://www.transplantgamesofamerica.org/


Ages 6-10      Registration is discounted 50%

Ages 5 and Under  Registration is free 

Registration Costs/Dates

Registration Dates Division 1 &

 Division 2 

Competitors

Division 3 

Competitor

Adult 

Noncompetitor

Late 

Registration 

March 9 ï May 18 

(COMPETITORS)

March 9 ï June 17

(NONCOMPETITORS)

$200 $100 $75



Who is an Athlete?
Å Division 1: Solid Organ Transplant Recipients

Å Division 2: Living Donors, Cornea, Tissue, Bone Marrow 
& Stem Cell Recipients

Å Division 3: Donor Family Members & Living Donor 
Family Members

Å ¢ƻ ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜΣ ŀ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƻǊΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƭŀƴǘΣ ƻǊ 
donation must have occurred on or prior to September 
18, 2025

Å Any age or athletic ability welcome! 



Medical Waivers

Å Division 1 & Division 2 competitors MUST complete the medical waiver
Å Division 3 competitors (living donor families and donor families) DO NOT need to 

complete a medical waiver
Å Medical Waivers must be signed by a physician and submitted by JUNE 4th 
Å Any Division 1 & Division 2 athlete without a completed medical waiver by the deadline 

will have their registration CANCELCED by TGA

The 2026 TGA Medical Waiver may be submitted one of two ways:
Via fax to (616) 356-2522
Via mail to 1593 Galbraith Ave SE Suite 201 Grand Rapids, MI 49546
Attn: Medical Committee

The Medical Waiver is available on TransplantGamesofAmerica.org/Registration under 
the TGA Medical Waiver Section



Athletes will be allowed to enter a total of one sport per day. 
**Team events (3-on-3 basketball and volleyball) do not count toward the limit.

Age Brackets

Adults Youth

14-17 5 and under

18-29 6-10

30-39 11-13

40-49

50-59

60-69

70-79



Athlete Rules and Regulations
SportsPerDayLimit

Å Athleteswill beallowed
to entera total of one
sport per day.

Å Teamevents(3-on-3 
basketballandvolleyball) 
do not count toward the 
one sportlimit.

Division2 & 3 Athletes

Å Division2& 3 athletesmay 
not competein individual 
sportswherethrough 
eliminationthey mayend 
up competinghead-to-
headwith aDivision 1
athlete.Thesesportsare:
- Badminton
- Basketball
- TableTennis
- Tennis
- Volleyball

DoublesandMixed Doubles

Å Mixeddoublesisrestricted 
to samedivision, 
male/femalepartners. 
Division1athletescannot 
partnerwith Division2
athletesfor mixeddoubles.

Å Doubles partners must be 
from the same division e.g. 
male/male, 
female/female. Division 1 
athletes cannot partner 
with Division 2 athletes.



Waitlists and Partner Sports 

All waitlists for sports are controlled by TGA

All partners not already indicated on registration 
are partnered up by Team Philadelphia Managers



People on waitlists for sports are expected to 
hear back from TGA on their waitlist status by 

June 1

You may be taken off the waitlist before that 
date. If you are, you will receive an email

Waitlisted Sports UPDATE



Doubles & Partners
Å Team Philly is pre-assigning anyone who did not identify a 

partner and I will be emailing partners the week of May 25

Å If you have a preferred partner for a sport, please email 
TeamPhilly@donors1.org

Å LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ŀ ǎǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ Řŀȅ ŀƴŘ willing to be 
considered as a backup doubles/partner in the event of 
uneven numbers, please email TeamPhilly@donors1.org

Å Currently, ǿŜΩǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ 

Å Pickleball (Doubles & Mixed Doubles)

Å Badminton (female doubles)

Å Bowling (Doubles & Mixed Doubles)

June 18 ς Pickleball Doubles
Å Division 1 (1 male and 1 female)
Å Division 2 (1 female)
Å Division 3 (1 male and 1 female)

June 19 ς Pickleball Mixed Doubles
Å Division 1 (3 females)
Å Division 2 (1 male)
Å Division 3 (3 males)

June 22 ς Badminton Mixed Doubles
Å Division 1 (2 females)

June 23 ς Bowling Doubles *Waitlisted*
Å Division 1 (1 female)
Å Division 2 (1 male)
Å Division 3 (1 female)

June 23 ς Bowling Mixed Doubles *Waitlisted*
Å Division 1 (3 females)

mailto:TeamPhilly@donors1.org
mailto:TeamPhilly@donors1.org


ÅWe will match up sports partners based on: 
Å Division/Gender (requirements of the Games)
Å¢ƻǘŀƭ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ όǿŜ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƛǎ 

competing in at least one sport)

ÅSome participants may receive an email that we 
could not find you a partner based on limitations 
Å Ex. I signed up for Division 2 bowling doubles but there are no other Division 2 female bowlers 

that signed up
Å Partners cannot be from different divisions or different teams

Partner Sports



Team Philadelphia Events
These events are organized by Gift of Life 

specifically for Team Philadelphia attendees

A full schedule of events will be sent to you 

prior to the Transplant Games



Team Philly Dinner and Photo

THURSDAY, JUNE 18
Sonesta Denver Downtown

All Team Philly members invited!

4pm ς 5:30pm: Team Philly Dinner

5:30 ς 5:45pm: Team Philly Photo

(WEAR YOUR TEAM PHILLY POLO)



ÅBased on the size of the theater, ŜŀŎƘ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜ 
will be PRE-TAPED on Friday, June 19 to be played at the 
Opening Ceremonies on Saturday, June 20 

ÅPre-taping times for each team is still TBD and will be 
communicated with Team Philly once confirmed

ÅDONOR FAMILIES will still all walk in together with all 
other donor families from all teams

Opening Ceremonies UPDATE



Opening Ceremonies Pre-Tape
June 19  - Opening Ceremonies PRE-TAPE

TIME TBD (late afternoon)

- Team Philadelphia will do a pre-taped 
entrance to the Opening Ceremonies

- We will be cheering for the cameras and 
bringing all the team spirit!

- All Team Philadelphia members are 
welcome to the pre-tape

June 20- Opening Ceremonies 
(6pm ς 10pm)

- Team Philadelphia (minus Donor Family 
Members) will be seated in the theater to 
watch all the pre-taped entrances

- ALL DONOR FAMILIES will still enter the 
theater as one big group for a standing 
ovation



Based on event scheduling, 

the Donor Family Luncheon and 

the Donor Family Butterfly Release 

will be on two separate days 

Donor Family Luncheon 
and Butterfly Release UPDATE



Team Philly Donor Family Luncheon

FRIDAY, JUNE 19

IŜƴǊȅΩǎ ¢ŀǾŜǊƴΣ мнǇƳ ς 1:30pm

(5 minute walk from the Convention 

Center/Hotel)

Luncheon for Team Philadelphia Donor 

Families

Please email Lara Moretti lmoretti@donors1.org 

with any questions

mailto:lmoretti@donors1.org


Team Philly Donor Family Butterfly Release

SATURDAY, JUNE 20
Sculpture Park, 4pm ς 4:30pm 

(time may shift slightly)

5 minute walk from the Convention Center

Donor Families will all stay together after 
the Butterfly Release to line up for 
the Opening Ceremonies entrance 

with all Transplant Games Donor Families



Donor Tribute
Å Michele Alford

Å Stephen Boyes

Å wƛŎƘŀǊŘ ϦwƛŎƪά .ǊŜƴƴŜǊ WǊ

Å Evan Bunting

Å Michael Burns

Å wƛŎƘŀǊŘ {Ŏƻǘǘ άwƛŎƪŜȅέ /ƻƭƻƳȅ WǊ lll

Å Will Fullmer

Å Curtis Gano

Å Lori J. Homko

Å Kellie M. Jones

Å Gregory J. Kennedy

Å Jonathan G. Kennedy

Å David M. Kennedy, Jr. 

Å Katherinale  Mckinney

Å Michael McVey

Å 9ŘǿŀǊŘ ¢Φ ά9ŘŘƛŜέ aƛƭōƻǳǊƴŜΣ WǊ

Å Tracy Moses

Å Jorge André Muñoz Sánchez

Å Keith Reinhold

Å ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ ά.ƛƭƭέ wŜƛƴƘƻƭŘ

Å !ƴǘƘƻƴȅ ά¢ƻƴȅά wƛǾŜǊŀ

Å Bob Sosna

Å 9ŘǿŀǊŘ WƻǎŜǇƘ ά9Wέ {ǳƳƳŜǊǎΣ WǊ

Å Samuel David Wentz

Å Chris Wilson

Å Vera Lyn Wise

Å 5ŀǾƛŘ ά5ŀǾŜέ ²ƛǎŜ

Å Marquis Wood

Å James E.  Zimmerman, Jr

These donor heroes will be honored during the 
Donor Tribute on Sunday, June 21



Competitions & 
Venue Updates 

All the followinginformationregarding eventlocations/dates

isavailableon TransplantGamesofAmerica.org



Thursday, June 18
Event Location Time Division Ages # of Competitors

Tennis 
(Singles & Doubles)

Metropolitan State 
University

8am ς 4pm 1 6+ 0

Cornhole
*EVENT FULL*

Convention Center 8am ς 4pm 1, 2, & 3 0-13 (Singles)
14+ (Doubles)

39

Pickleball Doubles Convention Center 8am ς 4pm 1, 2, & 3 11-13 (Singles)
14+ (Doubles)

13

Murph Showcase Convention Center 9am ς 1pm All 16+ 1

Team Philly Dinner 
4pm ς 6pm

Sonesta Denver 
Downtown

4pm ς 6pm All All All of Team Philly

Pub Trivia Convention Center 6pm ς 8pm All 21+ 4



Friday, June 19
Event Location Times Division Ages # of Competitors

Pickleball
Mixed Doubles

Convention Center 8am ς 4pm 1, 2, & 3 14+ 17

Swimming 
(Long Events)

El Pomar Natatorium 
(University of Denver)

8am ς 2pm 1 & 2 14+ 3

Lyrics for Life 
(Vocal Competition)

Convention Center 9am ς 10am 1, 2, & 3 All 2

Ballroom Dancing Convention Center 10am ς 4pm 1, 2, & 3 14+ 2

Donor Family 
Luncheon

IŜƴǊȅΩǎ ¢ŀǾŜǊƴ12pm ς 1:30pm Donor Families All Donor Family 
Members (75)

Opening Ceremonies
 Pre-Tape Entrance

Convention Center TBD 
(4pm ς 5:30pm)

ALL ALL All of Team Philly

Basketball**
(Day 1)

Convention Center 6pm ς 11pm 1 6+ 20 



Friday June 19 - Night at the Rockies

Colorado Rockies 
vs. Pittsburgh Pirates 

Friday, June 19 6:40pm

Visit Rockies.com/TransplantGames 
for discounted tickets *NOTE* This is during Night 1 of Basketball. 

All basketball competitors must be in attendance of 
both nights of basketball 



Saturday, June 20
Event Location Time Division Ages # of Competitors

5K Run/Walk Auraria Campus 7:30am ς 10am All All 54

Division 1 & 2 Trivia Convention 
Center

10am ς 1pm 1 & 2 11+ 8

Youth Olympiad Convention 
Center

1pm ς 3pm 1, 2, & 3 1 - 13 11

Living Donor & Recipient 
Gathering

Convention 
Center

12:30pm ς 2pm All 18+ 27

Donor Family Butterfly 
Release

Sculpture Park 4pm ς 4:30pm Donor Family 
Members

All Donor Family 
Members (75)

Opening Ceremony Bellco Theatre 6pm ς 10pm All All 200+





Cycling rental information will be released by 
TGA later this month

Cycling Rental UPDATE



Sunday, June 21
Event Location Time Division Ages # of Competitors

Cycling Auraria Campus 7am ς 12pm 1 & 2 All 9

Swimming El Pomar 
Natatorium

8am ς 4pm 1 & 2 All 5

Table Tennis Convention Center 8am ς 4pm 1 All 14

Texas IƻƭŘΩŜƳ Poker Convention Center 9am ς 1pm 1 & 2 18+ 5

Donor Family Trivia Convention Center 12pm ς 3pm 3 11+ 15

Donor Tribute Bellco Theatre 4pm ς 6pm All All 29 Team Philadelphia 
Donors honored

Basketball** 
(Day 2)

Convention Center 6pm ς 11pm 1 6+ 20



Monday, June 22
Event Location Time Division Ages # of Competitors

Golf (Singles)
*EVENT FULL*

South Suburban Golf 
Course

8am ς 4pm 1, 2, & 3 14+ 2

Badminton Convention Center 8am ς 4pm 1 6+ 4

Bowling (Singles) Holiday Lanes 8am ς 4pm 1, 2, & 3 All 22

Track & Field Englewood High School 
Stadium

8am ς 4pm 1 & 2 All 24

Workshops Convention Center TBD All All

Quarter Century 
Club Dinner & Dance
*SOLD OUT*

Wings Over the Rockies 6pm ς 10pm All All 20

Volleyball** Convention Center 6pm ς 11am 1 11+ 12



Tuesday, June 23
Event Location Time Division Ages # of Competitors

Golf (Doubles)
*EVENT FULL*

Lake Arbor 
Golf Course

8am ς 4pm 1, 2, & 3 14+ 4

Bowling (Doubles) 
*EVENT FULL*

Holiday Lanes 8am ς 4pm 1, 2, & 3 All 30

Darts
*EVENT FULL*

Convention 
Center

8am ς 4pm 1 & 2 6+ 10

Quilt Pinning Convention 
Center

12pm ς 1pm All All

Closing Ceremony Convention 
Center

6pm ς 8pm All All All of Team Philly



ÅTGAVillageandExpo
ÅPin Trading
ÅReflectionRoom/QuiltDisplay

Everyday Events

Å Murph Challenge (open to public) 
Å Living Donor & Recipient Gathering 

(must be added on your registration)
Å Donor Tribute Ceremony
Å Workshops
Å Quarter Century Club Dinner 

(ticketed event) 
Å Quilt Pinning Ceremony

Learn more on 
TransplantGamesofAmerica.org

Special Events



Sonesta Denver Downtown

Å Team Hotel

Å Team Office

Å Team Dinner

Denver Convention Center

Å TGAVillage,Expo,PinTrading,QuiltDisplay
Å TeamEvents(Basketball,Volleyball)
Å Majority of IndoorEvents

Bellco Theater
Å OpeningCeremony
Å Donor Tribute Ceremony

IŜƴǊȅΩǎ ¢ŀǾŜǊƴ
Å Donor Family Luncheon

Sculpture Park
Å ButterflyRelease

Auraria Campus
Å Cyclingand5KRun/Walk
Å ~15 minutesfrom Convention Center (walking)

Event Locations (Walking Distance)



El Pomar Natatorium 
Å Swimming

Å ~13 minute drive

South Suburban Golf Course
Å Golf Singles 
Å ~28 minute drive

Lake Arbor Golf Courses
Å Golf Doubles
Å ~21 minute drive

Holiday Lanes
Å Bowling Singles & Doubles
Å ~15 minutes drive

Englewood High School Stadium
Å Track & Field
Å ~22 minute drive

Wings Over the Rockies
Å Quarter Century Club Dinner
Å ~21 minute drive



Denver 
Transportation
ω HOTEL: All team hotels are in 

Downtown Denver, within 1 ς 6 blocks 
from Convention Center

ω TRANSIT: TGA transit system between 
Convention Center to event venues

ω MEDICATION: CVS and Walgreens 
Pharmacy 2 blocks away from 
Convention Center

ω DINING: Dozens of restaurants walking 
distance from Convention Center



Travel to Denver, CO 

ω Booking air travel to Denver, CO is the 
participants responsibility

ω Keep in mind while booking air travel that 
the Transplant Games begin on Thursday, 
June 18th  and end on Tuesday, June 23rd 

ω Please refer to the schedule for specific 
events and times to book your travel 
accordingly

  

 



Transportation to and from Airport
Å The ride from Denver International Airport to the Denver Convention Center/Hotel 

ranges from 40 ς 60 minutes

Å Rideshares (Uber/Lyft) average $50 from the airport to Downtown Denver

Å The Airport Train (A Line) costs $10 each way and drops off at Union Station                 

(~20 minute walk from the Convention Center/Team Hotel)

Å Go to VisitDenver.com for more information on the Airport Train and other transit 

options

Å The Team Hotel (Sonesta Denver Downtown) does not offer an airport shuttle



Altitude in Denver

ÅDenver has a 5,280 ft elevation

ÅStay extra hydrated

ÅLimit alcohol intake

Any questions on the elevation in Denver please discuss with your doctor or 
refer to the CDC guidelines on high altitude travel 

(NOTE: The CDC guidance is based on altitudes 8,000 ft and above)



Team 
Philadelphia 
Logistics



Cost of Attending 
2026 Transplant Games

Thecostsassociatedwith the TransplantGames 
are the responsibilityof eachattendee



Team Member Responsibilities 

ω The costs associated with the 
Transplant Games are the 
responsibility of each 
attendee

ω Team Philadelphia will 
provide fundraising resources 
to team members



Team Philly Hotel Block: 
Sonesta Denver Downtown

Room Block Dates: 

June 17 (check in) ς June 24 (check out)

$290-$330 per room, including taxes & fees

Å Room types ς King or Double Queen

Å 2 blocks from Denver Convention Center

Å Mini fridge in all rooms

Å ADA accessible rooms available upon request

Å Walking distance to dozens of restaurants

Å Parking: $47 overnight $30  day-use only

Link to reserve Team Philly room is available at TeamPhilly.org 



IndividualFundraising

Å TeamPhiladelphiaathletescanfundraiseto 
offset the costsassociatedwith the 
TransplantGames

Å Fundraisingpagescanbesharedwith 
friendsandfamilyto raisemoneyfor the 
team!

Å Fundraising page link on teamphilly.org



After the TransplantGames,youcansubmititemizedreceiptsfor the followingcosts:
Å Travel
Å Lodging
Å TGARegistration
Å Food(not to includealcohol)

Å Giftof Lifewill reviewyour receiptscomparedto the amounton your fundraisingpage.
Å Youcanonlybereimbursedbasedon your eligiblereceiptsup to the amounton your fundraising 

page.
Å Anyfundraisingabovereceiptstotal will gotoward TeamPhiladelphia.
Å Uponreview,Gift of LifeTransplantFoundationwill sendyouacheck6-8 weeksafter receiving

your receipts.

PostEventFundraisingReimbursement



2026 Team Philly 
Yearbook



Every Transplant Games, Team Philly has a yearbook featuring:

Å Competitor headshots and information

Å Donor Family photos to honor donors

Å The 2024 Digital Yearbook can be found on TeamPhilly.org 

Tribute & Advertising Spaces are available to: 

Å Send a message to a teammate

Å Say thank you to a supporter

Å Get well wishes from friends and family

Å Honor donor heroes

Å Ads from local businesses

 

Selling tribute and ad spaces in the Team Philly Yearbook will go toward your individual 

fundraising on https://give.donors1.org/TeamPhiladelphia2026   

Team Philly Digital Yearbook

https://give.donors1.org/TeamPhiladelphia2026





