
Thank you for joining the 
3rd Team Philadelphia Meeting

The meeting will begin at 6pm



Team 
Philadelphia 

2nd Team 
Meeting



Notes for Tonight’s Meeting
Please put all questions in the chat to be 

addressed at the end of the meeting

The meeting recording and all slides will be 
uploaded to TeamPhilly.org tomorrow
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Relations 
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Director, Family 

Support 
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Rachel, 
Head of Advocacy 

Programs & 
Events



Team Philadelphia Staff

Rick
CEO, Gift of Life 
Donor Program

Anaya
Community 

Relations 
Coordinator

Colleen
Volunteer 

Coordinator

Kendall
Media Relations 

Coordinator

Kaitlyn
Communications 

Liaison



In Memoriam 

LaVerne Clark



Competitions, Venue Updates, & Partners

Registration & Medical Waivers

Travel & Hotel Block

Team Uniform & Team Yearbook 

Next Steps & Due Dates

Agenda



2026
Transplant 
Games of 
America

transplantgamesofamerica.org



Transplant Games of America

www.TransplantGamesofAmerica.org

• Registration
• Competition

Information
• Medical Waivers
• Special Events
• FAQs

http://www.transplantgamesofamerica.org/


Who is an Athlete?
• Division 1: Solid Organ Transplant Recipients

• Division 2: Living Donors, Cornea, Tissue, Bone Marrow 
& Stem Cell Recipients

• Division 3: Donor Family Members & Living Donor 
Family Members

• To compete, a competitor’s most recent transplant, or 
donation must have occurred on or prior to September 
18, 2025

• Any age or athletic ability welcome! 



Athletes will be allowed to enter a total of one sport per day. 
**Team events (3-on-3 basketball and volleyball) do not count toward the limit.

Age Brackets

Adults Youth

14-17 5 and under

18-29 6-10

30-39 11-13

40-49

50-59

60-69

70-79



Athlete Rules and Regulations
Sports Per Day Limit

• Athletes will be allowed
to enter a total of one
sport per day.

• Team events (3-on-3 
basketball and volleyball) 
do not count toward the 
one sport limit.

Division 2 & 3 Athletes

• Division 2 & 3 athletes may 
not compete in individual 
sports where through 
elimination they may end 
up competing head-to-
head with a Division 1
athlete. These sports are:
- Badminton
- Basketball
- Table Tennis
- Tennis
- Volleyball

Doubles and Mixed Doubles

• Mixed doubles is restricted 
to same division, 
male/female partners. 
Division 1 athletes cannot 
partner with Division 2
athletes for mixed doubles.

• Doubles partners must be 
from the same division e.g. 
male/male, 
female/female. Division 1 
athletes cannot partner 
with Division 2 athletes.



▪ When registering, you can note the name of 
someone if you have a preferred  partner

▪ If you do not have a partner, we will match you 
with one before the Games!

Partner Sports



Competitions, Venue Updates,  
& Partners

All the following information regarding event locations/dates

is available on TransplantGamesofAmerica.org



Thursday, June 18
Event Location Division Ages

Tennis 
(Singles & Doubles)

Metropolitan State 
University

1 6+

Cornhole Convention Center 1, 2, & 3 0-13 (Singles)
14+ (Doubles)

Pickleball Doubles Convention Center 1, 2, & 3 11-13 (Singles)
14+ (Doubles)

Murph Showcase Convention Center All 16+

Team Philly Dinner 
4pm – 6pm

Sonesta Denver 
Downtown

All All

Pub Trivia Convention Center All 21+



Friday, June 19
Event Location Division Ages

Swimming 
(Long Events)

El Pomar 
Natatorium

1 & 2 14+

Lyrics for Life 
(Vocal Competition)

Convention 
Center

1, 2, & 3 All

Ballroom Dancing Convention 
Center

1, 2, & 3 14+

Pickleball
Mixed Doubles

Convention 
Center

1, 2, & 3 14+

Basketball**
(Day 1)

Convention 
Center

1 6+

**Division 1 athletes can participate in Basketball at night along 
with another day sport



Saturday, June 20
Event Location Division Ages

5K Run/Walk Auraria Campus All All

Division 1 & 2 Trivia Convention Center 1 & 2 11+

Youth Olympiad Convention Center 1, 2, & 3 1 - 13

Living Donor 
Gathering

Convention Center All 18+

Donor Family Lunch & 
Butterfly Release

TBD All All

Opening Ceremony Bellco Theatre All All



Sunday, June 21
Event Location Division Ages

Cycling Auraria Campus 1 & 2 All

Swimming El Pomar Natatorium 1 & 2 All

Table Tennis Convention Center 1 All

Texas Hold’em Poker Convention Center 1 & 2 18+

Donor Family Trivia Convention Center 3 11+

Donor Tribute Bellco Theatre All All

Basketball** 
(Day 2)

Convention Center 1 6+

**Division 1 athletes can participate in Basketball at night along 
with another day sport





Monday, June 22
Event Location Division Ages

Golf (Singles) TBD 1, 2, & 3 14+

Badminton Convention Center 1 6+

Bowling (Singles) Holiday Lanes 1, 2, & 3 All

Track & Field Englewood High 
School Stadium

1 & 2 All

Workshops Convention Center All All

Quarter Century Club 
Dinner & Dance

Wings Over the 
Rockies

All All

Volleyball** Convention Center 1 11+

**Division 1 athletes can participate in Volleyball at night along with another day sport



Tuesday, June 23
Event Location Division Ages

Golf (Doubles) TBD 1, 2, & 3 14+

Bowling (Doubles) Holiday Lanes 1, 2, & 3 All

Darts Convention 
Center

1 & 2 6+

Quilt Pinning Convention 
Center

All All

Closing Ceremony Convention 
Center

All All



Registration & Medical Waivers

All the following information regarding 

registration rates & medical waivers 

is available on 
TransplantGamesofAmerica.org



Ages 6-10      Registration is discounted 50%

Ages 5 and Under  Registration is free 

Registration Costs/Dates

Registration Dates Division 1 &

 Division 2 

Competitors

Division 3 

Competitor

Adult 

Noncompetitor

Regular 

Registration
December 27 - March 8 $180 $90 $60

Late 

Registration
March 9 – May 18 $200 $100 $75



Medical Waivers
• An email with Medical Waiver information was sent out to all registered competitors on 

Wednesday, February 18th by TGA
• The Medical Waiver is also available on TransplantGamesofAmerica.org/Registration 

under the TGA Medical Waiver Section
• Division 1 & Division 2 athletes MUST complete the medical waiver
• Division 3 athletes (living donor families and donor families) DO NOT need to complete a 

medical waiver
• Medical Waivers must be signed by a physician and submitted by JUNE 4th 

The 2026 TGA Medical Waiver may be submitted one of two ways:
Via fax to (616) 356-2522
Via mail to 1593 Galbraith Ave SE Suite 201 Grand Rapids, MI 49546
Attn: Medical Committee

Contact teamphilly@donors1.org for a status update on your medical waivers

mailto:teamphilly@donors1.org


• Any competitor who has previously received a transplant is eligible to 
compete. This includes previously transplanted athletes who are back on 
dialysis. They may compete with permission from their physician via the 
medical waiver. 

• Individuals who have not previously been transplanted and are on dialysis 
waiting for their first transplant are not eligible to compete. 

Competitors on Dialysis



Team 
Philadelphia 
Logistics



Team Member Responsibilities 

• The costs associated with the 
Transplant Games are the 
responsibility of each 
attendee

• Team Philadelphia will 
provide fundraising resources 
to team members



Travel to Denver, CO 

• Booking air travel to Denver, CO is the 
participants responsibility

• Keep in mind while booking air travel that 
the Transplant Games begin on Thursday, 
June 18th  and end on Tuesday, June 23rd 

• Please refer to the schedule for specific 
events and times to book your travel 
accordingly

  

 



Denver 
Transportation

• HOTEL: All team hotels are in 
Downtown Denver, within 1 – 6 blocks 
from Convention Center

• TRANSIT: TGA transit system between 
Convention Center to event venues

• MEDICATION: CVS and Walgreens 
Pharmacy 2 blocks away from 
Convention Center

• DINING: Dozens of restaurants walking 
distance from Convention Center



Team Philly Hotel Block: 
Sonesta Denver Downtown

Room Block Dates: 

June 17 (check in) – June 24 (check out)

$290-$330 per room, including taxes & fees

• Room types – King or Double Queen

• 2 blocks from Denver Convention Center

• Mini fridge in all rooms

• ADA accessible rooms available upon request

• Walking distance to dozens of restaurants

• Parking: $47 overnight $30  day-use only

Link to reserve Team Philly room is available at TeamPhilly.org 



• If a night is listed as “Waitlist Only”, please join the waitlist and the TGA housing 

company will work to add more rooms and take people off the waitlist on a first 

come-first serve basis 

• When someone is confirmed off the waitlist for a room night, they will get an email. 

• Rooms canceled before March 1st will not be penalized for cancellation

• Rooms canceled after March 1st will be charged 1 night’s room + tax

• Waitlisted reservations will not be penalized for cancellation – if one or more nights 

of a reservation are waitlisted and the guest requests to cancel, there is no penalty 

fee charged.

Link to reserve Team Philly room is available at TeamPhilly.org 

Waitlist and Cancellations



Cost of Attending 
2026 Transplant Games

The costs associated with the Transplant Games 
are the responsibility of each attendee



Individual Fundraising

• Team Philadelphia athletes can fundraise to 
offset the costs associated with the 
Transplant Games

• Fundraising pages can be shared with 
friends and family to raise money for the 
team!

• Fundraising page link on teamphilly.org



After the Transplant Games, you can submit itemized receipts for the following costs:
• Travel
• Lodging
• TGA Registration
• Food (not to include alcohol)

• Gift of Life will review your receipts compared to the amount on your fundraising page.
• You can only be reimbursed based on your eligible receipts up to the amount on your fundraising 

page.
• Any fundraising above receipts total will go toward Team Philadelphia.
• Upon review, Gift of Life Transplant Foundation will send you a check 6-8 weeks after receiving

your receipts.

Post Event Fundraising Reimbursement



2026 Team Philly 
Yearbook











Every Transplant Games, Team Philly has a yearbook featuring:

• Competitor headshots and information

• Donor Family photos to honor donors

• The 2024 Digital Yearbook can be found on TeamPhilly.org 

Tribute & Advertising Spaces are available to: 

• Send a message to a teammate

• Say thank you to a supporter

• Get well wishes from friends and family

• Honor donor heroes

• Ads from local businesses

 

Selling tribute and ad spaces in the Team Philly Yearbook will go toward your individual 

fundraising on https://give.donors1.org/TeamPhiladelphia2026  

Team Philly Digital Yearbook

https://give.donors1.org/TeamPhiladelphia2026


Digital and physical forms to purchase tribute and advertising spaces in 
the 2026 Team Philly Digital Yearbook are available 

on TeamPhilly.org and the Team Philly individual fundraising website 
(https://give.donors1.org/TeamPhiladelphia2026)

Team Philly Digital Yearbook
Tributes and Advertising Form



A digital form and printable PDF will be available at TeamPhilly.org 

4.25” x 3.75” 4.25” x 3.75”

8.5” x 3.75”

8.5” x 11”



2026 Team Philly 
Uniforms



2026 Team Philly 
T-shirt

2026 Team Philly 
Tech Tee

2026 Team Philly 
Crewneck

2026 Team Philly 
Lapel Pins

2026 Team Philly 
Polo (Men’s & Women’s Fit)

2026 Team Philly 
Water Bottle



2026 Team Philadelphia Uniforms

2026 Team Philly  Uniform Set
• Recipients, Living Donors, and Deceased Donor Families will 

get a free uniform set! 

• A link to select free uniform sizes will be emailed to all 
registered attendees in early March

• Living donors will receive also receive a free “Living Donor” 
t-shirt with their uniform set

• The link to purchase additional uniforms items will be 
available on TeamPhilly.org in early March

• Friends/family/supporters are welcome to purchase 2026 
Team Philly uniform items! 

• Uniforms will be available for shipping or pickup in early 
June

• Extra uniforms will be available for purchase in the Team 
Office at the Transplant Games!



Next Steps & Due Dates



Next Steps
1. Register for the 2026 Transplant Games! (TransplantGamesofAmerica.org)

2. Book your hotel room (TeamPhilly.org)

3. Book your flight to Denver, CO

4. Submit your Team Yearbook Bio and Picture(email to come from Annie Busarello after registering)

5. Create your individual fundraising page (TeamPhilly.org)

6. Sell tributes and ads in the Team Philly Digital Yearbook to go toward your 

fundraising



Date Item

February 18 – June 4 Medical Waivers Available to D1 & D2 Athletes
Form on TransplantGamesofAmerica.org 

February 27 Financial Assistance Applicants Contacted
Email from Annie to Applicants

First Week of March Yearbook Submission Form sent to all registered athletes/donor families
Email from Annie to Registered Attendees

First Week of March Free Team Uniform Form sent to all registered athletes/donor families
Email from Annie to Registered Attendees

March 9 Transplant Games Registration Rates Go Up 
Registration on TransplantGamesofAmerica.org 

April 15 Donor Tribute Photo Submissions Due
Email from Annie to Registered Donor Families

May 9 4th Team Philly Meeting In Person and on Zoom; 10:30am – 1pm 
Gift of Life Donor Program Philadelphia, PA & Zoom

June 18 – June 23 Transplant Games of America!
Denver, Colorado



TeamPhilly.org



Team Member 
Expectations

• Participating in public awareness events 
leading up to and after the Games

• Connecting with members of communities 
where Team Philadelphia members live, 
work, worship, and gather to raise 
awareness and build support for donation 
and transplantation. 

• Volunteering with Gift of Life to support 
Team Philadelphia



Stay Connected on the Team Facebook Page

www.facebook.com/groups/TeamPhiladelphia



Volunteer Opportunities with Gift of Life
✓ Community Events
✓ Adopt a DMV
✓ Adopt-a-High School
✓ Colleges/Universities
✓ Hospitals/Healthcare Centers
✓ Employer Engagement

✓ Houses of Worship
✓ Government Outreach
✓ Social Media Advocacy
✓ Special Interest 
✓ Administrative/Office 
✓ Gift of Life Howie’s House

Email Colleen Brand at cbrand@donors1.org for more information

mailto:cbrand@donors1.org


Register, Volunteer, & Share!
DonorDash.org

Annual 10K & 5K runs and 3K walk 
to honor donors and celebrate recipients 

at the Philadelphia Navy Yard



Volunteers Needs:

• 250+ Volunteers Needed 

• Free exclusive Dash Crewneck 

for all volunteers!

Positions:

• Set-up   
• Course Patrol/Cheerleaders

• Registration

• T-shirt Tent

• Heartman/Assistant

• Kids Fun Run

• …and more!

Volunteer Opportunities

The Dash can’t happen 
without YOU!

www.DonorDash.org

Scan Here to Volunteer



Next Team Meeting

Saturday, May 9
10:30am – 1pm 

Gift of Life Donor Program Philadelphia, PA 
& Zoom



Questions?
Team Manager 

Annie Busarello

teamphilly@donors1.org

mailto:teamphilly@donors1.org
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