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Sunday, April 27:
Gift of Life’s BIGGEST Donor Dash to Save Lives
A once-in-a-lifetime celebration of the program’s 50 years of service

MEDIA: Inspiring interviews with donor families & 
organ transplant recipients as part of colorful, uplifting event
  
Philadelphia – The Donor Dash – one of the country’s biggest celebrations of the power of organ and tissue donation – will be the climax of Gift of Life Donor Program’s 50th anniversary commemoration and the highlight of National Donate Life on Sunday, April 27 at the Philadelphia Navy Yard.

THE CROWD: Thousands of local families touched by donation will run, walk, cheer and volunteer to spotlight the critical need for more registered donors to help save lives. More than 15,000 people took part in last year’s Dash.

THE MISSION: Nearly 5,000 children and adults in this region and more than 100,000 nationwide need an organ transplant to survive. The Dash spotlights this urgent public health issue that we all have the ability to impact.

THE BIG ANNOUNCEMENT: Will Gift of Life reach its ambitious goal to add 50,000 donors to the national registry to honor its 50 years of saving lives? The Dash will feature a major announcement on progress towards this milestone to help end the transplant waitlist.

VISUAL & COMPELLING LOCAL STORIES: Dozens of human-interest stories such as transplant recipients running to honor their donor hero and teams in colorful costumes, carrying handmade signs to honor donors and celebrate recipients. 

Gift of Life Donor Program staff will be on site to coordinate interviews, 
including live interviews, throughout the event. Advance interviews with recipients, donor families, waitlist patients, Gift of Life leaders and other Dash participants can also be scheduled.
MEDIA MUSTER POINT: 	Gift of Life Donor Program Media Tent
Marine Parade Grounds
4747 South Broad Street, Philadelphia, PA 19112 
 
RESERVED MEDIA PARKING: Please RSVP to kbunch@donors1.org for information about reserved media parking. 
        
WHEN:	Sunday, April 27, 2025
8:00 am: On-site Registration opens
 
Events & Entertainment
9:00 am: 10K Run 
9:15 am: 5K Run 
10:00 am: Kids Fun Run begins (ages 6 and under)
10:15 am: Stage Show 
National Anthem sung by Arlinda Griffin, Transplant Recipient
Philadelphia City Councilman Mark Squilla
***SPECIAL GUEST***: Performance by Philadelphia Freeway, Hip-Hop Artist, Transplant Recipient and Father of a Donor Hero
Positive Movement Entertainment Drumline
11:00 am: 3K Walk
12:15 pm: Philadelphia School of Rock
VISUALS:             
· Dash Teams in colorful costumes/custom team T-shirts  
· Display of handmade Threads of Love Memorial Quilts  
· Tribute line of notes honoring donor families and recipients. 
· Gift of Life mascot Heartman 
· Spacious, scenic riverfront location 
· Community Health Pavilion – free resources & wellness screenings as part of Gift of Life’s commitment to advancing public health 
  
REGISTER: Go to DonorDash.org
Online registration for 5K/10K closes by Monday, April 21 at noon.
Online registration for 3K walk closes by Saturday, April 26 at noon. 
On-site registration available on Dash day.    

Funds raised through the Dash support special programs for donor families and transplant recipients along with critical public education outreach.   
  
About Gift of Life Donor Program   
Gift of Life Donor Program, founded in 1974 and headquartered in Philadelphia, is the federally designated organ procurement organization (OPO) for the eastern half of Pennsylvania, southern New Jersey and Delaware serving 11.3 million people. It works with 124 acute care hospitals and 12 transplant centers in its region, as well as hundreds of transplant centers throughout the country, to provide the most comprehensive array of services available in the U.S. to the donation and transplantation community. Thanks to the generosity of its community, Gift of Life has coordinated 14,860 donors and 41,140 organs for transplant, the most of any OPO in the country since the inception of our national donation system in 1988. Overall, Gift of Life has coordinated more than 62,000 organs and more than two million tissue transplants since its founding. One organ donor can save the lives of up to eight people and a tissue donor can improve the lives of 100 others. In honor of its 50 years of saving lives, Gift of Life is rallying the community to sign up 50,000 more organ donors and provide hope to the thousands waiting for a transplant. Learn more and sign up at donors1.org.  
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